■  Many  people  who  hoped  that  the  Kennedy  Administration  would 
stren^rthen  American  policy  in  the  Near  East  have  been  disappointed 
by  a  recent  statement  on  the  Ai-ab  boycott  issued  by  the  Department 
of  State. 

Within  recent  weeks,  two  state  legislatures — New  York  and 
California — adopted  resolutions  memorializing  the  Department  of 
State  to  move  against  the  boycott,  which  is  directed  against  Amer¬ 
icans  who  do  business  with  Israel. 

Sen.  Kenneth  B.  Keating  (R-N;Y.)  transmitted  the  New  York 
resolution/ to  the  Department  of  State  and  received  a  reassurance 
from  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  Brooks  Hays  that  “our  Govem- 
^  ^  ment  does  not  recognize  or  condone  the  Arab  boycott  and  has  made 
>  clear  ^on  repeated  occasions  its  strong  disapproval  of  boycott  regu- 
I  lations.”  \ 

I  However,  the  Department  went  to  some  length  to  explain  the 

I  boycott  and  Arab  blacklisting  practices  as  “outgrowths  of  the  ten- 
I  sion' arising  from  the  Arab-Israeli  conflict.** 

The  Department  said : 

**As  sovereign  states,  the  Arab  states  assert  that  they 
are  entitled  to  establish  rules  and  regulations  that  proscribe 
dealings  with  any  individuals  or  firms  in  accordance  with 
/ J!  what  they  deem  to  be  in  the  interests  of  their  national  secu¬ 

rity.  In  the  absence  of  a  definitive  settlement  between  Israel 
and  the  Arab  states,  including  a  settlement  of  the  plight  of 
the  Arab  refugees,  the  boycott  and  similar  problems  con¬ 
tinue  to  manifest  themselves.** 

Moreover,  the  State  Department  criticized  the  New  York  legis- 
latere’s  resolution,  complaining  that  it  had  erroneously  implied  that 
^^oiJ  Government  acquiesced  in  the  boycott.  The  Department  also 
claimed  that  the  resolution  '^portrayed  the  boycott  as  more  discrim¬ 
inatory  than  it  actually  is.** 

Th^'  Department  contended  that  only  25  American  ships  had 
been  blacklisted  for  trading  with  Israel;  that  the  blacklist  applied 
only  to  vessels  carrying  “materials  or  instruments  of  war  to  Israel,** 
Israel  products  or  Jewish  immigrants,  and  only  to  firms  whi(^ 
operate  in  or  have  a  connection  with  Israel  commerce. 

The  State  Department  also  asserted  that  the  boycott  is  not  a];>- 
plied  against  persons  or  companies  because  they  are  Jewish  but 
rather  because  they  do  business  with  Israel. 


Aid  for  Tunisia.  President  Habib  Bour- 
^ba  of  Tunisia  won  sympathetic  con¬ 
sideration  for  his  large-scale  develop¬ 
ment  program  during  his  visit  to  Wash¬ 
ington. 

Tunisia  is  planning  a  10-year  pro¬ 
gram  involving  an  investment  of  $1,920 
million. 

Tunisia  suffers  from  a  balance  of  pay¬ 
ments  deficit.  Unlike  some  of  its  more 
fortunate  Arab  neighbors,  it  has  not  yet 
discovered  oil,  although  the  terminal  for 
the  French  oil  lines  from  the  Sahara  is 
inside  Tunisia. 

American  aid  to  Tunisia  has  been 
rising  in  recent  years.  It  totaled  $16 
million  in.  1957;  $25  million  in  1958; 
$31  million  in  1959;  $57.8  million  in 
1960;  and  in  the  current  fiscal  year  it 
may  reach  $73  million. 

Most  of  this  is  in  g^^t  assistance  and 
agriculhiral  commodities.  Part  of  it  is 
development  loan.  Half  of  our  assistance 
during  the  last  four  years  went  for 
agricultural  development,  14  percent  for 
industiy,  and  about  11  percent  for 
education. 

A  substantial  part  of  our  aid  this 
year  has  fed  155,000  Algerian  refugees. 


One  passage  of  the  Department  of  State*s  memorandum  is  par¬ 
ticularly  ''^iectionable  because  it  inaccurately  contends  that  Israel 
and  the  I  are  engaged  in  identical  practices  in  the  shipment  of 
U.  S.  surpl’  food. 

Th&'^emorandum  contains  this  surprising  paragraph: 

^Restrictive  clauses  in  ship  charters  negotiated  by  the 
UAR  have  included  a  prohibition  against  sailing  in  Israel 
waters  prior  to  discharge.  Similarly,  the  Israel  Govern-  - 
ment  has  included  a  clause  in  its  Title  I,  Public  Law  480, 
Cargo  Charter  Contracts  which  forbids  the  transporting 
vessel  to  sail  in  Arab  waters  or  call  at  Arab  ports  prior  to 
discharge.’’ 

This  is  misleading  because  it  does  not  tell  the  whole  story. 
Compare  the  contract  provisions. 

The  Israelis  have  introduced  into  their  contracts  a  clause  which 
je&da 


Ben-Gurion  Visit.  David  Ben-Gurion, 
Israel  Prime  Minister,  will  visit  Canada 
later  this  month  on  an  official  visit  to 
that  country. 


Mig  211  Everything  is  ealm  in  the 
Near  East  but  Cairo  never  lacks  for  a 
sensation.  While  the  American  press 
has  ignored  the  proceedings,  Cairo 
newspapers  and  radio  are  featuring  an 
alleged  spy  ring  in  Cairo. 

The  prosecution  has  been  demanding 
the  death  sentence  for  five  defendants 
and  imprisonment  for  three  others.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Cairo  Radio,  May  1,  the 
head  of  the  ring,  one  Jean  Leon  Thom- 
^  is  alleged  to  have  offered  one  mil¬ 
lion  pounds  for  any  pilot  who  would 
steal  a  MIG-21  (I)  and  land  it  in  Tel 
{Contiruud  on  pagt  100) 


"Sailing  in  any  Egyptian,  Syrian,  Lebanese,  Trans-Jordanian,  Saudi 
Arabian  ports  or  territorial  waters  prior  to  discharge  in  Israel  is  pro¬ 
hibited  unless  in  distress  or  force  majeure.** 

(Continued  on  page  100) 
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How  Strong  Is  l^asser? 


Top  Bllltns.  On  the  world  stage.  Presi¬ 
dent  Nasser  of  the  UAR  plays  for  the 
spotlight  He  aspires  to  a  stellar  role  as 
the  leader  of  a  neutral  bloc  which  will 
resist  “imperialists”  and  wield  the  bal¬ 
ance  in  the  United  Nations. 

His  intrigues  spread  over  three  con¬ 
tinents. 

H  Last  fortnight,  it  became  known  that 
Nasser  and  President  Tito  of  Yugoslavia 
will  sponsor  an  international  conference 
in  Cairo  during  July  to  promote  “neu¬ 
tralism.”  They  wiU  try  to  lure  Latin 
American  leaders  to  join  Asians  and 
Africans  in  a  new  “Bandung”  confer¬ 
ence,  in  a  move  that  would  imdermine 
the  United  States  in  its  own  hemisphere. 
H  Last  fortnight,  five  African  countries 
— Ghana,  Guinea,  Mali,  Morocco  and 
the  UAR — met  in  Cairo'  to  implement 
the  program  of  extremism  adopted  in 
Casablanca  last  January.  Top  slogan: 
renewed  support  for  ^e  Communist- 
supported  Gizenga  regime  in  the  Congo. 
The  five  scorned  participation  in  an  all- 
African  round  table  conference  of  mod¬ 
erate  African  nations  in  Liberia. 

On  May  Day,  a  UAR  parliamentary 
delegation  watched  and  publicly  ad¬ 
mired  Moscow’s  military  parade.  An¬ 
war  Sadat,  president  of  the  National  As¬ 
sembly,  declared  that  the  UAR  and  the 
Soviet  Union  are  united  by  a  positive 
desire  to  establish  peace  and  peaceful 
coexistence  among  peoples  and  that 
both  stand  against  imperialist  aggression 
anywhere  in  the  world. 

H  Last  month,  in  Bandung,  the  UAR 
joined  China  and  the  Soviet  Union  in 
drafting  party  line  resolutions  at  the 
fourth  Afro-Asian  Solidarity  Council. 
There  were  bitter  denunciations  of  the 
United  States,  the  _  British  Conunon- 
wealth,  and  Sw.  Gen.  Dag  Hammarsk- 
jold. 

H  Next  fall,  Nasser  will  carry  the  gospel 
of  “neutralism”  to  Brazil,  Venezuela, 
and  perhaps  Mexico  and  Cuba,  where 
he  will  greet  his  Carribean  counterpart. 

*  *  * 

But  Not  At  Home.  And  yet,  paradox¬ 
ically,  this  adventurer,  who  seeks  power 
as  a  world  leader,  is  no  longer  the  in¬ 
vincible  leader  of  a  united  Arab  world. 
He  has  plummeted  from  the  heroic 
heights  of  the  1956  Suez  triumph  when 
most  Arabs  thought  that  Saladin  had 
returned — perhaps  even  to  restore  the 
Islamic  conquests  of  the  eighth  century. 

Nasser’s  dream  of  a  unified  Arab  em¬ 
pire  faded  at  the  point  of  its  very  be¬ 


ginning — in  Syria  itself,  where  Nasser 
began  his  campaign  to  annex  neighbor¬ 
ing  Arab  states  into  one  large  empire. 
Syrian  unrest  is  Nasser’s  nightmare. 

The  extent  of  Nasser’s  weakness  be¬ 
came  evident  in  recent  weeks  when  he 
found  it  necessary  to  reshuffle  Egyptian 
proconsuls  in  Syria  and  to  reach  an 
uneasy  coexistence  with  men  he  has 
fought — ^with  Kassem  of  Iraq,  with  Hus¬ 
sein  of  Jordan.  This  is  the  explanation 
for  the  hush  in  hostility.  Since  1955, 
Nasser  had  used  Syrians  and  dissident 
Jordanians  to  plot  against  Hussein.  But 
now  dissident  Syrians  are  finding  a  ha¬ 
ven  in  Jordan  to  plot  against  Nasser  in 
Syria.  In  recent  days,  Nasser  has  found 
it  convenient  to  seek  a  meeting  with 
the  same  King  his  followers  plotted  to 
assassinate  last  fall. 

Defifrted  Over  Here.  Last  fortnight, 
in  Washington,  Nasser  suffered  a  politi¬ 
cal  setback  when  President  Habib  Bour- 
guiba  of  Tunisia  deflated  Nasserism  in 
a  frank  statement  before  the  National 
Press  Club. 

President  Bourguiba  is  the  first  head 
of  state  to  pay  an  official  visit  to  Wash¬ 
ington  in  the  Kennedy  Administration. 
That  fact  in  itself  may  have  been  re¬ 
sented  in  Cairo.  And  what  Bourguiba 
had  to  say  about  Nasser  brought  little 
pleasure  to  the  Nasser  cult. 

Asked  about  Arab  nationalism,  Mr. 
Bourguiba  said: 

“Tunisia  is  for  solidarity  among 
the  Arabs,  on  condition  that  such 
solidarity  does  not  harm  our  vital 
interests.  Mr.  Nasser  is  free  to 
practice  whatever  policy  he  wishes 
in  his  country — ^positive  neutralism, 
negative  neutralism,  any  kind  of 
neutralism.  .  .  .  The  fact  that  we 
speak  the  same  language,  the  fact 
that  we  share  the  same  past,  does 
not  force  me  to  follow  his  policies. 

I  irill  do  what  ii  bait  for  Tuniaia." 

Mr.  Bourguiba  said  that  the  Egyp¬ 
tians  begin  by  taking  it  for  granted  that 
unity  is  already  achieved,  especially 
since  the  merger  of  Syria  with  Egypt. 
As  a  consequence,  the  capital  of  the 
Arab  world  is  the  capital  of  Egypt.  Any 
resistance  to  this  interpretation  is  looked 
upon  as  the  action  of  an  enemy,  a 
traitor,  a  stooge  of  colonialism. 

He  said  that  since  people  emotionally 
favor  the  idea  of  unity,  governments 
which  are  not  strong  or  stable  are  forced 
to  maneuver  to  express  their  agreement 


by  “double  or  many-edged  words,” 
hoping  to  compromise. 

Many  of  the  Arab-speaking  peoples 
of  the  Maghreb  (Tunisia,  Algeria  and 
Morocco)  resist  Nasser’s  concept.  Bour¬ 
guiba  continued: 

“They  do  not  yield  to  pressure  or  in¬ 
sult  They  are  not  for  positive  neutral¬ 
ism.  They  do  not  want  to  stand  against 
the  West.  And  even  if  they  are  not 
pleased  with  certain  decisions  adopted 
by  the  Western  world,  they  think  that 
instead  of  going  against  the  West,  they 
should  adopt  a  policy  of  non-alignment. 

“As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  resist 
the  insults  and  the  libels.  .  .  .  Tunisian 
people  only  smile  when  they  listen. to 
what  Cairo  propaganda  says  about  us.”.' 
Cairo  Reaction.  All  this  infuriated 
Cairo. 

On  May  7,  Al-Ahram  wrote  that 
Bourguiba  represents  “reactionary  and 
backward  trends,  conflicting  with  Arab 
unity  and  social  justice  .  .  .  Because 
Bourguiba  lacks  a  conscious  and  popu¬ 
lar  support,  he  met  with  imperialist 
powers  and  tries  ardently  to  convert  his 
country  into  an  aggressive  base  against 
the  leadership  of  the  Arab  peoples’ 
movement.  That  is  why  Bourguiba’s 
assignment  is  one  of  pouring  abuse  on 
the  progressive  powers  which  hinder  his 
plans.” 

And  in  Damascus,  the  following  day, 
An-Nasr  charged  that  Bourguiba  had 
tried  to  bring  De  Gaulle  and  the  Pro¬ 
visional  Algerian  government  together 
“at  any  level  and  at  any  price  in  order 
to  attain  personal  glory”  —  and  had  ) 
failed.  It  charged  that  Bourguiba  was 
guilty  of  subversion  “to  satisfy  the  ran¬ 
cor  of  President  Kennedy  and  the  in¬ 
fluential  Zionist  circles.” 

[But,  while  Bourguiba  resists  Nasser¬ 
ism,  he  hews  to  the  Arab  League  line. 
On  May  12,  addressing  the  UN^or- 
respondents  Association,  Boi^^gtfiba  at¬ 
tacked  both  France  anr^'^Jsrael  for 
“colonialism”  and  violent*  denounced 
Israel  on  the  Arab  refuge^  ue.] 

Rise  and  Fall.  Five  years  ago,  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  Nasser’s  drive  to  dominate 
a  unified  Arab  nation  was  irresistible. 
Syria  was  annexed  as  the  northern  prov¬ 
ince  of  the  UAR.  Yemen  joined  the 
Arab  union.  Pro-Nasser  Faisal  wrested 
control  of  Saudi  Ar.ibia  from  King 
Saud.  In  the  summer  of  1958,  it  looked 
as  if  Nasser  had  overturned  Iraq,  would 
subvert  Lebanon,  would  crush  Hus¬ 
sein’s  Jordan. 


Yet,  two  years  later,  Nasser’s  power 
had  waned.  Neutrals  had  come  to 
power  in  Lebanon.  Kassem  of  Iraq 
had  purged  Nasserites  within  his  coun¬ 
try.  Bourguiba  had  defied  Nasser’s 
plots  and  attacks  and  had  been  accepted 
on  his  own  terms  in  Arab  League  meet¬ 
ings.  Sudan  had  refused  to  permit  the 
UAR  to  use  its  territory  to  send  arms 
to  Nasser-backed  Gizenga.  Hussein 
seemed  morr  tr-^ure  in  Jordan  than  Nas¬ 
ser  in  Syria.  e  Lebanese  press  which 
once  lauded  i.osser  as  the  Arab  hero, 
now  almost  unanimously  criticized  his 
undemocratic  and  inefficient  adminis¬ 
tration  of  Syria. 

Nasser  failed  because  he  was  unable 
to  create  the  administrative  machine  to 
run  Egypt,  let  alone  Syria.  This  failure 
became  apparent  to  the  Lebanese.  Iraqis 
and  Jordanians  as  a  result  of  the  vocal 
and  documented  complaints  of  the  very 
Syrians  who  had  brought  about  the 
Egyptian-Syrian  anschluss.  The  lack  of 
an  administrative  machinery  was  more 
damaging  than  the  lack  of  any  positive 
ideology. 

*  *  • 

Nasser’s  UAR  is  an  army  machine, 
run  by  sonie  400  to  SOO  officers. 

Like  Napoleon  or  Turkey’s  Ataturk, 
Nasser  might  have  used  the  army  as  the 
nucleus  to  create'' a  new  civil  service. 
But  he  didn’t.  No  new  administrators 
have  been  trained  to  take  responsibility 
and  when  Nasser  attempted  to  stretch 
his  400  officers  to  run  Syria  as  well  as 
Egypt,  the  result  was  chaos. 

Power  in  the  UAR  is  held  by  Nasser 
and  his  10  Army  colleagues  who 
planned  and  carried  out  the  coup  that 
overthrew  Farouk  in  1952. 

The  failure  to  create  the  machinery 
to  administer  the  empire  that  he  nearly 
won  is  the  story  of  the  Egyptian  revo¬ 
lution  betrayed.  For  Nasser,  since  the 
end  of  1954,  has  not  dared  to  share  his 
power  with  any  outside  his  original 
f^ow-conspirators. 

Passer  and  his  junta  came  to  power 
after  Farouk  had  lost  all  authority 
when  mobs  were  permitted  to  bum 
Cairo  in  January  1952.  Revolution  was 
in  the  air. 

On  July  23,  Nasser  and  his  colleagues 
ousted  Farouk  in  an  army  coup.  Need¬ 
ing  a  figurehead,  they  persuaded  Gen. 
Mohammed  Naguib  to  become  com¬ 
mander-in-chief  of  the  army. 

Egypt  greeted  the  coup  with  wild  en¬ 
thusiasm.  Gen.  Naguib  won  the  love 
of  the  peasants  and  the  urban  poor.  His 
simplicity  and  moderation  gained  him 
the  respect  of  the  middle  classes.  In 
June  195.,  ‘  e  monarchy  was  abolished 
and  a  Rep;  lie  was  proclaimed,  with 
Naguib  as  t  ^sident  and  prime  minister. 

Naguib^  popularity  displeased  Nas¬ 
ser  his  fellow-conspirators.  They 


had  intended  Naguib  to  be  the  figure-  realized  that  Nasser  meant  Moslem 
head,  not  the  leader,  nor  a  threat  to  when  he  said  Arab, 
their  power.  For  Naguib  believed  that  'The  Shiite  Moslems  in  Lebanon, 
the  army,  having  deposed  Farouk,  Syna  and  in  Iraq,  where  they  are  in  the 
should  purge  the  corrupt  politicians,  majority,  rightly  believed  that  when 

negotiate  the  evacuation  of  the  Suez  Nasser  said  Arab  he  meant  Sunni  Mos- 

Canal,  hold  free  elections  and  return  to  lem  Arab. 


its  barracks.  But  Nasser  had  no  mten- 
tion  of  giving  up  his  political  power.  ' 
On  Feb.  25,  1954,  Nasser  and  his  clique 
deposed  Naguib  on  the  grounds  that 
“he  aimed  at  a  dictatorship.”  Cairo 
was  stunned.  Many  sections  (ft  the 
army  were  enraged.  Army  pressure^ 
forced  Naguib’s  reinstatement.  Naguib 
told  an  immense  crowd:  **.  .  We  are 
going  to  call  upon  the  people  to  elect 
a  parliament .  .  .  .” 

A  month  of  plotting  by  Nasser  and 
mistakes  by  Naguib  doomed  hopes  for 
a  constitutional  democratic  regime  in 
Egypt  A  stage-managed  riot  and  strike 
removed  Naguib  from  powers-  He  was 
placed  under  hotise  arrest 

Turning  Point.  Up  to  that  time  the 
revolution  had  achieved  major  success 
in  foreign  policy  and  major  reforms  at 
home.  The  British  had  agreed  to  evac¬ 
uate  the  Suez  Canal.  Land  reform  had 
been  started  with  the  confiscation  of 
Farouk’s  estates,  reduction  of  rents,  and 
limitation  of  land  holdings  with  com¬ 
pensation  for  all  expropriated  land- 
owners  other  than  the  royal  family. 

Nasser  recognized  that  Egypt  wanted 
a  constitutional  democratic  republic, 
and  that  Naguib  was  still  admired.  The 
army  was  restive.  Nasser  needed  an 
issue  to  start  his  dialogue  with  the  Egyp¬ 
tian  masses.  He  began  his  campaign 
of  fedayeen  raids  into  Israel.  The  sig¬ 
nature  of  the  Baghdad  Pact  was  the 
signal  for  attacks  on  Iraq,  Jordan  and 
Great  Britain.  Then,  in  the  fall  of  1955, 
came  the  Soviet  arms  deal.  There  were 
other  sterile  foreign  adventures. 

Apart  from  his  campaigns  against  Is¬ 
rael  and  the  West,  Nasser  has,  in  the 
name  of  Arab  unity,  intrigued  and  plot¬ 
ted  to  overthrow  Hussein  of  Jordan, 
Bourguiba  of  Tunisia,  Saud  of  Saudi 
Arabia,  Nuri  as-Said  and  then  Kassem 
of  Iraq,  and  made  various  forays  into 
the  internal  affairs  of  Sudan,  Lebanon, 
and  the  Congo.  And  now  he  hopes  to 
win  new  glory  and  dignity  by  inter¬ 
national  intrigue. 

The  Nasser  Cult.  Throughout  this 
period  Nasser  found  many  apologists  in 
Washington  who  regarded  him  as  the 
heroic  idol  of  Arab  nationalism. 

They  failed  to  recognize  that  Nasser’s 
concept  of  Arab  unity  was  in  conflict 
with  a  multitude  of  diverse  interests, 
inside  the  Arab  world,  some  economic, 
some  religious,  some  ethnic. 

The  Copt  in  Egypt,  the  Druze  in 
Syria,  the  Circassian  in  Jordan,  the 
Kurd  in  Iraq,  the  Christian  in  Lebanon, 


Finally,  Nasser’s  administration  of 
Syria  made  Sunni  Moslems  realize  that 
an  Arab  nation  under  Nasser  would 
have  Egyptian-Arab  rulers  and  that 
other  Arabs  would  be  subjects. 

Today,  Nasser’s  weak  spot  is  inside 
the  UAR — in  Syria,  where  an  army 
revolt  of  dissident  Egyptians  and  Syrians 
!  is  not  beyond  the  realm  of  possibility. 

Meanwhile,  Nasser’s  major  strength 
in  the  Arab  world  derives  from  the  fact 
that  he  has  been  able — in  the  past — to 
impose  his  will  on  Washington  and 
London. 

His  influence  and  power  may  decline 
when  the  Arab  people  learn  that  he  can 
no  longer  dictate  to  the  great  powers. 


Calm  For  How  Long? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  the  relative 
calm  in  the  Middle  East  within  recent 
months? 

Does  it  mean  that  Arabs  and  Israelis 
are  moving  quietly  towards  a  rapproche¬ 
ment,  or  is  this  a  lull  before  the  storm? 

Harry  B.  Ellis,  veteran  correspondent 
for  the  Christian  Science  Monitor,  filed 
the  following  dispatch  from  Beirut  late 
in  April: 

"To  inexperienced  observers  a  false 
sense  of  security  may  have  been  en¬ 
gendered  by  the  almost  total  quiet 
which  has  reigned  along  Arab-Israeli 
borders  in  the  past  few  years,  yet  the 
problem  itself  has  moved  no  closer  to 
solution  despite  the  slackening  of  pin¬ 
pricking  incidents.  Indeed,  the  Arabs 
appear  to  be  more  sincerely  and  adam¬ 
antly  determined  to  wreak  vengence  on 
Israel  than  at  any  time  in  the  recent 
pasL 

"Sincerely  may  seem  a  strange  word 
to  use  in  this  context.  But  in  the  past 
much  of  Arab  mouthing  against  Israel 
was  simply  loud  words  to  cover  an  in¬ 
ward  sense  of  insecurity  and  fear.  To¬ 
day,  Arab  propaganda  is  possibly  more 
restrained  but  a  kind  of  quiet  inward 
confidence  that  time  is  on  their  side  in¬ 
creasingly  radiates  among  leading 
Arabs." 


It  is  a  blow  to  American  prestige  and 
honor  because  the  United  States  has 
been  forced  to  accept  discriminations  , 
against  Americans — a  violation  of  a  i 
fundamental  principle. 

The  ability  of  the  Arab  League  to 
coerce  other  countries  to  acquiesce  in 
their  boycott  of  Israel  has  made  it  a 
most  popular  issue  in  the  Arab  world, 
because  it  is  a  demonstration  of  their 
power.  If  we  had  challenged  them 
long  ago,  the  Near  East  might  be  much  . 
closer  to  peace  today.  I 

The  Kennedy  Administration  has  -J 
been  preoccupied  with  many  major 
crises  in  other  areas  of  the  world.  One^' 
may  speculate  that  it  has  not  had 
opportunity  to  look  at  the  Middle  East  ' 
and  to  crystallize  policies.  In  the  mean-  f. 
time,  old  “position  papers’*  remain  un- 1' 
changed.  The  one  on  the  Arab  boycott 
should  be  re-read  and  reconsidered  soon.  '■ 


THE  ARAB  BOYCOTT 

continued 

It  is  perfectly  clear  that  this  clause 
is  a  defensive  measure  designed  to  pro¬ 
tect  Israel  cargoes  from  seizure,  be¬ 
cause  any  cargo  destined  for  Israel  is 
seized  if  it  is  found  in  an  Arab  port 
On  the  other  hand,  the  provision  in¬ 
serted  in  the  UAR  contract  dealing  with 
surplus  food  shipments  is  an  aggresive 
blacklisting  measure  directed  against 
ship  owners  who  do  business  with  Israel, 
and  who  are  barred  from  the  contract 
if  they  do.  It  provides: 

“^^eat  must  not  be  shipped  on — 

(1)  vessels  blacklisted  by  the 
Egryptian  Government; 

(2)  any  vessel  passing  throngh 
Israeli  territorial  waters  or  ports.** 


although  under  State  Department  aus¬ 
pices,  because  it  was  scheduled  to  ap¬ 
pear  in  Tel  Aviv.  (It  should  be  pointed 
out  that  Che  Department  refused  to 
capitulate  Co  the  UAR  and  eliminated 
Cairo  from  the  tour.) 


Sen.  Keating  told  the  Senate,  on  May 
3,  that  the  boycott  is  a  “shoeing  trav¬ 
esty  of  the  principle  of  coexistence 
which  the  Arab  states  themselves 
preach.”  He  charged  that  the  Depart¬ 
ment  has  taken  virtually  no  action  to 
defend  the  rights  of  American  citizens 
or  of  international  justice. 

Israel  newspapers  have  expressed 
surprise  and  concern  over  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  attitude. 


The  Arab  boycott  has  injured  Amer¬ 
ica  as  well  as  Israel. 


It  is  difficult  to  xmderstand  why  the 
Department  of  State  should  make  this 
blunder.  It  is  wrong  to  eqiuite  a  de¬ 
fensive  measure  with  an  act  of  aggres¬ 
sion.  The  Arab  boycott  is  part  of  the 
Arab  war  against  Israel.  Its  organizers 
have  stated; 

“The  Arab  states  consider  the 
boycott  as  essential  and  a  sharp 
weapon  for  the  liqnidation  of  the 
cancer  that  besets  Palestine.” 

It  appears  to  us  that  the  Department 
of  State  is  minimizing  the  Arab  boy- 
C'  and  has  drawn  its  information  from 
official  Arab  apologias  which  seek  to 
e^jplain  and  justify  it  Many  of  the 
statements  in  the  Department’s  memo¬ 
randum  are  subject  to  challenge. 

!  If  there  are  25  American  ships  black¬ 
listed,  that  is  25  too  many.  But,  equally 
important,  the  number  means  that  many 
American  shippers  are  denied  business 
with  Israel  b^ause  they  do  not  want  to 
be  blackliste<^.  The  25  represent  the 
sQiall  number  of  those  who  defy  the 
bbycott,  not  ihe  large  number  of  those 
vjho  yield  to:  it. 

The  tent  “materials  or  instruments 
of  war”  us^d  in  the  official  Arab  com* 
muniques  is  'construed  broadly  in  the 
boycott  enforcement.  Arabs  seize  food, 
chemicals,  machinery,  commercial  ve¬ 
hicles  and  oil. 

Arabs  do  pry  into  the  re’igion  of  the 
employer^  and  employees  of  companies 
who  want  to  do  business  with  them. 
There  is  ample  evidence  that  American 
Jews  are  barrdd,  as  Jews,  from  Arab 
countries.  Employment  policies  of 
American  firms  in  the  Near  East  are 
notorious.  Restrictive  Arab  visa  regu¬ 
lations  are  published. 

Distinguished  scientists  were  recently 
blacklisted  because  they  participated  in 
a  scientific  conference  in  Israel  last 
summer.  • 

The  ridiculous  extremism  of  the  boy¬ 
cott  was  recently  demonstrated  when 
the  Theatre  Guild  company,  starring 
Helen  Hayes,  was  barred  from  Cairo, 
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Aviv  or  Cyprus,  250,000  pounds  down 
and  the  balance  on  delivery. 

In  addition,  Thomas  is  reported  to 
have  promised  to  pay  10,000  pounds 
for  military  information,  as  much  as 
five  pounds  for  every  letter,  and  10 
pounds  for  every  map. 

The  defendants  are  alleged  to  have 
contacted  Israel. 

Link  With  Empire.  King  Hussein  of 
Jordan  will  marry  the  daughter  of  a 
British  army  officer.  She  will  become 
a  Moslem,  but  Hussein’s  enemies  have 
been  quick  to  charge  him  with  a  lack 
of  Arab  patriotism. 

Since  there  is  a  temporary  truce  be¬ 
tween  Hussein  and  Nasser,  Cairo  Radio 
was  restrained  in  its  reaction  to  romance, 
but  Al-Akhbar,  Cairo  newspaper, 
acridly  suggested  that  this  may  cost  the 
King  his  tffione,  his  fiancee  is  embrac¬ 
ing  Islam  as  a  matter  of  convenience 
and  that  she  secretly  remains  a  Chris¬ 
tian.  It  predicted  that  the  marriage 
would  be  condemned  throughout  the 
Arab  world. 

However,  the  King  felt  safe  enough 
to  celebrate  by  granting  anmesty  to 
more  than  40  political  prisoners. 


Crisis  In  Iran.  Iran  is  going  through  a 
new  crisis. 

Premier  Sharif  Emami  was  forced  to 
resign  after  a  student  was  killed  during 
the  course  of  teachers'  demonstrations 
for  higher  salaries. 

The  new  prime  minister,  Ali  Amimi,* 
former  Amoassador  to  Washington,  de¬ 
clared  that  Iran  faced  financial  difficul¬ 
ties  because  its  resources  had  been 
wasted  and  its  laws  had  been  ignored. 
He  is  appealing  to  the  United  States  for 
aid. 

As  part  of  his  campaign  against  cor¬ 
ruption  in  Iran,  the  new  prime  minister 
arrested  five  army  generals,  two  of 
whom  were  members  of  the  ousted 
Emami  cabinet. 

Press  censorship  imposed  11  years 
ago,  during  the  Mossadegh  regime,  was 
lifted  by  the  new  Government. 

There  is  growing  uneasiness  in  Wash¬ 
ington  that  Iran  may  become  the  So¬ 
viet  Union’s  next  target — the  Soviet 
Union  may  exploit  our  anti-Castro  stand 
to  mount  pressure  against  an  American^ 
ally  in  her  own  nei^borhood. 

Meanwhile,  it  is  reported  that  the 
Soviet  Union  has  provided  Cairo  with 
MIG  19s  and  that  Ghana  is  also  receiv¬ 
ing  large  shipments  of  Soviet  weapons. 
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